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COMMANDER’S CORNER: 
 

My dear Brothers, 
 

  Encampment season 
is upon us once again, and I 
know the Brothers in Peoria 
are doing what they can to give 
us a great time.  I must say I 
was rather impressed by the 

Encampment Weekend of the 80 Brother 
Department of Rhode Island.  Fraternity, 
Charity, and Loyalty were on full display 
from the banquet on Friday evening through 
the late lunch after a museum tour Saturday 
afternoon.  They are “ever small, never 
weak”.  I am sure that our Encampment will 
be every bit as enjoyable, as we put Fraterni-
ty, Charity, and Loyalty at the forefront of 
our thoughts and deliberations.   
 As you know, I am intending to run 
for a second term as your Department Com-
mander.  I had some goals this year I was 
unable to meet, and other goals I met rather 
quickly.  A second term will give me a 
chance to finish my “Tour de Camps” and see 
our Brothers in action across our great De-
partment.  We also have an amendment to the 
C&R to ratify, a process I expect will go 
smoothly.  C-in-C Shaw will be present with 
us, as will JVC-in-C Candidate Paul Da-
vis.  This will give our Brothers a chance to 
meet him and interact with him ahead of the 
vote in August. 
 The year ahead, regardless of who 
you elect as your leader, will continue the 
momentum built up by my predecessors.  The 
Department is prepared to shine on the Na-
tional stage in Cleveland, and projects in Ver-
mont* and Peoria are moving right 
along.  Let us not forget our beloved Stephen-

son Memorial Plaza in Petersburg.  By the 
time this is published, we will have held our 
annual ceremonies at Lincoln Tomb and Ste-
phenson Plaza.  It is my hope while writing 
this that our Brother Chaplain can put in a 
word with our Lord to give is temperate 
climes.   
 My Brothers, I wish to encourage 
each of you to do what you can to continue 
growing our Order and our Department.  I 
heard many times when I was out East that 
“Illinois is home to the Allied Orders” as the 
foundation State of the GAR.  Let us be 
proud of this, and let our light of Fraternity, 
Charity, and Loyalty, shine out into our com-
munities, inviting others in to join our ranks 
and continue our mission.   
 From Sumter to Appomattox (or 
from the Firing on the Queen of the West to 
the Surrender of the Shenandoah), the Boys 
in Blue created their legacy.  At the founding 
of the SUVCW and then again in the Deed of 
Conveyance, those same Boys charged US 
with perpetuating that legacy.  We all take 
that charge seriously, but many hands make 
light work.  I’d like to see the Department 
grow.  While a goal of doubling is noble, it’s 
unrealistic.  I’d like to see the next year bring 
a 5% net increase in membership across the 
Department by the Department Encampment 
in May 2020.  I know that we can do it.   
 In closing, Brothers, please continue 
the great work that you all do on behalf of the 
Boys in Blue. Make them and yourselves 
proud, and all will be right in the Department, 
and the Order. 
 

In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

Harry Reineke IV, PCC 
Commander, Department of Illinois 
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER: 
 

 The dead 
of winter is re-
placed by the 
beauty and growth 
of spring.  Flow-
ers, leaves on 
trees, grass turning 
green - and need-
ing cutting.   
 Just as 

much of Nature goes dormant in winter, so 

too in Spring we see new life and vitality 
jumping up as fast as we can imagine.   
 There are some muses who com-
pare our own human lives with the sea-
sons.  We are born and begin to grow in 
Spring, mature and enjoy adulthood in 
Summer, then experience a slowing down 
in Autumn, and finally come to the con-
clusion of our earthly pilgrimage in the 
Winter of our lives.   
 I do not subscribe to this theo-
ry!  My tour of duty will not be over until 
the undertaker closes the lid on my cof-

fin.  Until that time - I will enjoy all of the 
Seasons of my life, and do my best to 
achieve all that my Maker has destined for 
me to accomplish.   
 Thy Will Be Done - is still the 
hardest prayer that I have ever said.   
  
What are your thoughts on what the Al-
mighty has in store for you? 
 
In Fraternity, Charity and Loyalty, 
 

Chaplain Jerry 

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTION: 

I thought it would be interesting to read a few comments from 
various newspapers on Easter Sundays from 1861-1865. 

March 31st 1861:  The Feeling in the South. 

   We have been kindly permitted to make the following 
extracts from a private letter written by a prominent citizen of 
this city, which gives a fair and truthful view of the present feel-
ing in the South.  It is dated March 27th 

      "There was never a grosser misrepresentation than that 
which claims that there is strong dissatisfaction and a strong Un-
ion party in any of the seceded States." 

          "I saw Dr. Un-named this morning, who had just re-
turned from Montgomery.  He says the Administration there 
thinks there will be war.  They could not be induced to return to 
their connection with the defunct Union.  I have been more en-
couraged about the Southern cause in Tennessee, since I left 
home, than for a long time before." 

From The Commercial of the previous Saturday: 

          "The Border Slave States are in the position that they 
cannot long contain, indeed, they cannot long be tolerable.  They 
must speedily join the Secessionists--pass under the yoke at 
Montgomery and commit themselves to keeping of the tyrannous 
plantocracy of the Cotton States-- or must unequivocally and 
unconstitutionally remain in and stand with the Union."   "The 
Boarder-State Union men had risked everything for these Repub-
lican leaders in Congress."  "In addition to the other indignities 
put on the Border States Union men, the Republican leaders had 
enacted the high protective Morrill Tariff Bill, a measure highly 
repugnant to al Southern men. 

An unnamed Southern newspaper printed this on that day: 

Old Abe, it seems, has tricks--a few, 

     And these are very sly, 

He's got his country in a stew, 

    And sends to France a Fry. 

 

 

April 20th 1862, An unnamed Northern newspaper printed: 

     No man need apologize for the old Union flag.  It fills 
every true heart with exultation as it streams along the Heav-
ens.  It is a "thing of beauty, " and "a joy forever!"   May it wave 
triumphantly over the whole continent! 

     These was an accident of the most thrilling nature at 
General McClellan's head-quarters recently.  General Fitz John 
Porter ascended in the balloon, for the purpose of making a re-
connaissance.  When high up, the rope broke, and off floated the 
balloon, directly over the enemy's entrenchments.  The officer 
was considered to be inevitably lost.  The hearts there were 
wrung with the hardness and strangeness of his fate, were sud-
denly cheered as well as amazed with the spectacle of the bal-
loon over our own camps.  It had ascended to a counter current 
of air, and was wafted, with the precious freight, back to safety. 

       On yesterday morning, Judge Jo, C, Guild of 
Gallitan, Gen. W, Harding, and Gen. Washington Barrow of this 
city, who have been confined in the Penitentiary here for some 
days cast on the charge of treason, were sent off with 4 prisoners 
of war to Fort Mackinaw. on Lake Michigan.  We hope the cool 
breezes and solitude of that distant locality will give these distin-
guished persons and opportunity to ponder on the misery they 
have wrought in the once happy homes of Tennessee.   May they 
repent sincerely! 

April 5th 1863, an unnamed Northern newspaper printed on 

this day: 

     Easter Sunday, --- To-Day is Easter Sunday, the great-
est day in the Christian year---the day on which is commemorat-
ed the most joyous event mentioned in the gospel, the resurrec-
tion.   The church, in all ages, has made this occasion one of 
great solemnity.  "Christ has risen!"   Lent is now over. 

       The confidence and buoyancy of the Union men over 
the country has increased remarkably within the past ten 
days.   The skies brighten with the signs of a glorious peace---a 
peace based on the complete restoration of the law, the Constitu-
tion and the Union. 

                 Continued on Page 3 

*************************************************************************** 
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Patriotic Instruction continued from Page 2 
 

The Legend of Easter Eggs 
 

Trinity bells with hollow lungs, 
And their vibrant lips and their brazen tongues, 

Over the roofs of the city pour, 
Their Easter music with joyous roar, 

Till the souring notes to the sun are rolled, 
As he swings along in his path of gold. 

"Dearest Papa," says the boy to me, 
As he merrily climbs on his mother's knee, 
"Why are these eggs that you see me hold, 

Colored so finely with blue and gold? 
And what is the wonderful bird that lay, 

Such beautiful eggs on Easter days?" 
 
March 27th 1864, an unnamed Northern newspaper printed : 

        
 Very many of the Nez Perce Indians are making large 
improvements upon lands this season, and many of them are up-
on that portion of their former reservation which was deeded to 
the whites by the treaty effected by Mr. Hale and his commis-
sioners.  If that treaty be not ratified, the confidence of the Nez 
Perce nation will be materially lessoned in the faith and integrity 

of the American Government. 
       All loyal states except Massachusetts, Indiana, Illinois, Mis-
souri, and Iowa, have raised their full quota under the last call for 
men. 
      The President has ordered that all punishments to deserters 
now under sentence of death, be mitigated to imprisonment dur-
ing the war at Dry Tortuga. 
      Eggs By The Ton:  Four tons of eggs from the Upper 
Willamette valley were brought down by the steamer Senator. 
  
April 16th 1865, headlines: 

 
      OUR LOSS.  The great National Calamity.  DEATH of the 
PRESIDENT.   Sad details of the Terrible Event. The Last Mo-
ments of the PRESIDENT.  Scene at the death bed.  The Life and 
Services of Mr. Lincoln.  John Wilkes Booth the Assassin.  Sec-
retary Seward Thought to be Out of Danger. 
 
All newspapers of that Easter Sunday carried the sad news of his 
death.  I can only compare the nation's feelings to the Thanksgiv-
ing following the death of President Kennedy. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Michael Zafran, Patriotic Instructor 
 

****************************************************************************** 

138th Annual Encampment of the Allied Orders of the Grand Army of the Republic 

 
The 2019 National Encampment Host 
Committee and the Department of Ohio, 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
invites you to the Buckeye State for the 
138th Annual Encampment of the Allied 
Orders of the Grand Army of the Repub-
lic to be held in Independence, OH on 
August 8 – August 11, 2019. 
 
You will be able to find all the infor-
mation for the 2019 National Encamp-
ment online. Examples of information 
that you will find; Hotel info, including 

the required reservation link and code, 
Local things to do, place to see, where to 
eat. 
 
Please go to: 
http://2019nationalencampment.org/ for 
more information and to download forms 
to register. Links are available to contact 
the committee members and to purchase 
the official Encampment badge as well. 

 
National Encampment Committee: 
 
◦Chairman – Ken Freshley 
◦Treasurer – Dave Britton 
◦Allied Orders Liaison – Sue Freshley 
◦Banquet – Sue Freshley 
◦Website – Ken Freshley 
◦Hotel/Local Information – Ken Freshley 
◦Advertising / Ad Sales -  Mark Britton 
◦Printing – Mark Britton  
◦Badges/Medals/Ribbons – Tim Graham 
◦Memorial Service – Fr. Jerome L. 
◦Goodie Bags – Tim & Mary Louis Daley 
◦Registration – Tim Daley 
◦Fundraising – Sue Freshley 
◦Media/ Banner Ads – Paul Huff 
◦Greetings/Proclamations – Mary Louis Daley 
◦Promotional items  – Pete Hritsko 
◦Flowers  - Judy Hritsko 
◦Tours – Tim Daley 
◦Campfire/Entertainment - Don Martin 
◦Sponsorship - Jon Silvis 
◦Vendor Tables - Shane Milburn 
◦SVR Breakfast - Don Darby 
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136th Annual Department of Illinois Encampment  
 

The Brothers of Camp 67 welcomes the Department of Illinois to the 
Greenhut Memorial Grand Army of the Republc Hall for the 136th An-
nual Encampment on Saturday, May 11, 2019.  
 

Doors open at 11 am. Lunch will be served at 11:30 and will be picnic 
type fare with sandwiches from Avanti’s, potato salad, baked beans, 
chips, desert. Coffee, iced tea, soda and water will be available. Cost for 
lunch is $10/person and must be paid in advance by check made out to 
Bryner Camp 67 and must be in by May 3. Send to Joe Hutchinson, 117 
Highview Terrace, East Peoria, IL 61611.  
 

Camps may pool their members’ RSVP’s together and send one check, 
but names of attendees must all be listed. Those not having lunch should 
also be listed so that enough chairs and tables may be set up.  
 

The hall is located at 416 Hamilton Blvd., Peoria, IL. Parking is availa-
ble at the meters on the street at no charge on weekends. There is a pay 
parking deck across the street. The hall is handicap accessible by access-
ing the elevator at the side door off the bank parking lot.  
 

Questions? Contact Joe Hutchinson at “bryner_camp67@ yahoo.com”. 
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KEYBOARD KLACKING 
From DSVC Joe Hutchinson 
 

 This is the 154th anniversary of 
the death of President Abraham Lincoln. I 
thought it would be a good idea, in light of 
all the turmoil in this country over the past 
several years (actually even before Lin-
coln’s death), that we should 
look back at Lincoln’s second 
inaugural address that was deliv-
ered at Washington, D. C. on 
March 4, 1865.   
 We should look even 
further back to the speech Lin-
coln gave on June 16, 1858 
when more than 1,000 delegates 
met in the Springfield, Illinois, 
statehouse for the Republican 
State Convention where they 
chose Abraham Lincoln as their 
candidate for the U.S. Senate, 
running against Democrat Ste-
phen A. Douglas. Lincoln deliv-
ered the famous address to his 
Republican colleagues in the 
Hall of Representatives where 
he said, "A house divided against itself 
cannot stand." He was speaking about the 
issue of slavery, but the same can be said 
about any of the major divisive issues that 
face us today.    
 Lincoln sought to reunite a coun-
try divided and I believe that this country 
should take the words of the second inau-
gural to heart:  
 
Fellow-countrymen: At this second ap-
pearing to take the oath of the presidential 
office, there is less occasion for an extend-
ed address than there was at the first. Then 
a statement, somewhat in detail, of a 
course to be pursued, seemed fitting and 
proper. Now, at the expiration of four 
years, during which public declarations 
have been constantly called forth on every 
point and phase of the great contest which 
still absorbs the attention and engrosses 
the energies of the nation, little that is new 
could be presented. The progress of our 
arms, upon which all else chiefly depends, 
is as well known to the public as to my-
self; and it is, I trust, reasonably satisfac-

tory and encouraging to all. With high 
hope for the future, no prediction in regard 
to it is ventured. 
 
On the occasion corresponding to this four 
years ago, all thoughts were anxiously 
directed to an impending civil war. All 

dreaded it—all sought to avert it. While 
the inaugural address was being delivered 
from this place, devoted altogether to sav-
ing the Union without war, insurgent 
agents were in the city seeking to destroy 
it without war—seeking to dissolve the 
Union, and divide effects, by negotiation. 
Both parties deprecated war; but one of 

them would make war rather than let the 
nation survive; and the other would accept 

war rather than let it perish. And the war 
came. 
 
One-eighth of the whole population were 
colored slaves, not distributed generally 
over the Union, but localized in the South-
ern part of it. These slaves constituted a 
peculiar and powerful interest. All knew 
that this interest was, somehow, the cause 
of the war. To strengthen, perpetuate, and 
extend this interest was the object for 
which the insurgents would rend the Un-
ion, even by war; while the government 

claimed no right to do more than to restrict 
the territorial enlargement of it. 
 
Neither party expected for the war the 
magnitude or the duration which it has 
already attained. Neither anticipated that 
the cause of the conflict might cease with, 
or even before, the conflict itself should 
cease. Each looked for an easier triumph, 
and a result less fundamental and astound-
ing. Both read the same Bible, and pray to 
the same God; and each invokes his aid 

against the other. It may seem strange that 
any men should dare to ask a just God's 
assistance in wringing their bread from the 
sweat of other men's faces; but let us 

judge not, that we be not judged. The 

prayers of both could not be answered—
that of neither has been answered fully. 
 
The Almighty has his own purposes. 
"Woe unto the world because of offenses! 
for it must needs be that offenses come; 

but woe to that man by whom the offense 
cometh." If we shall suppose that Ameri-

can slavery is one of those of-
fenses which, in the providence 
of God, must needs come, but 
which, having continued through 
his appointed time, he now wills 
to remove, and that he gives to 
both North and South this terri-
ble war, as the woe due to those 
by whom the offense came, shall 
we discern therein any departure 
from those divine attributes 
which the believers in a living 
God always ascribe to him? 
Fondly do we hope—fervently 
do we pray—that this mighty 
scourge of war may speedily 
pass away. Yet, if God wills that 
it continue until all the wealth 
piled by the bondman's two hun-

dred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall 
be sunk, and until every drop of blood 
drawn with the lash shall be paid by an-
other drawn with the sword, as was said 
three thousand years ago, so still it must 
be said, "The judgments of the Lord are 
true and righteous altogether." 

With malice toward none; with charity for 

all; with firmness in the right, as God 

gives us to see the right, let us strive on to 
finish the work we are in; to bind up the 

nation's wounds; to care for him who shall 

have borne the battle, and for his widow, 
and his orphan—to do all which may 
achieve and cherish a just and lasting 
peace among ourselves, and with all na-
tions. 

Receiving Vault at Oak Ridge Cemetery, Springfield, IL where 

Abraham Lincoln was first laid to rest. Photo by Joe Hutchinson 
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PHOTOS FROM THE LINCOLN DEATH MEMORIAL CEREMONY 
 

SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS       APRIL 13, 2019 

   Posting Colors                                                        Invocation: National Chaplain Jerry Kowalski 

                    33rd Illinois Volunteer Regiment Band   Department of Illinois Color Guard: Rockford Zouaves 

                                        Lincoln Tomb                  Presentation of Wreathes 

 

Photos by DSVC Joe Hutchinson and Dept. Council Member Gene Walker 
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PHOTOS FROM THE DR. BENJ. STEPHENSON MEMORIAL CEREMONY 
 

PETERSBURG, ILLINOIS       APRIL 13, 2019 

 Invocation: Department of Illinois Chaplain Jerry Kowalski                                Commander in Chief Donald Shaw 

                 Past Department Commander Terry Dyer                               Cannon Salute: Battery L, 1st Illinois Light Artillery 

                Rifle Salute: Menard County Honor Guard                                     Retiring the Colors: Rockford Zouaves 

 

Photos by DSVC Joe Hutchinson 
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Philip H. Sheridan Camp 2 
 

Historic Connections Alive and Well 

Submitted by Robert Welch 
 

 When you think of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
the wars/campaigns that have forged its membership through the 
past 120 years, you wouldn’t think that the American Civil War 
was one of them. Why would you? It was not fought on foreign 
soil and it ended 34 years prior to the formation of the VFW, yet 
the Union Veterans of the Civil War and the VFW have had a 
very strong connection.  
 These Union Veterans, bound together by the atrocities 
of war and the everlasting friendship of those that fought beside 
them, came home to Lincoln’s promise to care for “those who 
have borne the burden, his widows and orphans,” yet the govern-
ment had little knowledge of how to accomplish this task, nor 
was there any real political pressure to make sure that the prom-
ise was kept. They came together to fight once more, this time for 
what they were promised. On April 6, 1866 in Decatur, Illinois, 
the Grand Army of the Republic (GAR) was founded by Benja-
min F. Stephenson. The GAR went on to form the foundation of 
how many of today’s Veteran Service Organizations operate. 
They founded Soldiers’ homes, were active in relief work, and in 
lobbying for Veterans’ pensions. In 1868, Commander-in-Chief 
John A. Logan issued General Order No. 11, calling for the 30th 
of May to be set aside as a day for remembering the sacrifices of 
fallen comrades, thus beginning the celebration of Memorial 
Day. 
 In 1919, the VFW’s National Council of Administration 
unanimously adopted the following resolution: “All members of 
the Grand Army of the Republic are hereby admitted as honorary 
members to the VFW. Presentation of their Grand Army identifi-
cation card or button will entitle them to any meeting of any Post 
of the VFW and to a seat.” Then-Commander-in-Chief F. Warner 
Karling said, “In honoring the Grand Army of the Republic, we 
honor ourselves.” In subsequent years, VFW and GAR Posts 
would conduct Memorial Day ceremonies together and hold joint 
conventions in some states. For example, in 1925, VFW Post 728 
in Danville, Illinois, incorporated the entire GAR Post from 
Kenesaw. [1] 

 The final Encampment of the Grand Army of the Re-
public was held in Indianapolis, Indiana in 1949 and in 1956 
when the last member, Albert Woolson, died at the age of 109 
years, the GAR slipped quietly into the history books as the old-
est and one of the greatest of the Veteran Service Organizations. 
Yet their story and their connection to the VFW does not end 
there, through a Deed of Conveyance of Property signed on Feb-
ruary 13, 1954 by Mr. Woolson, the Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War became the legal heir to the GAR. The Sons of 
Union Veterans of the Civil War (SUVCW), formed in 1881 and 
chartered by Congress in 1954, is open to any male that can 
prove descent from a GAR member or ancestor who would have 
been eligible for the GAR. The SUVCW is a fraternal organiza-
tion dedicated to preserving the history and legacy of Veteran 
heroes who fought and worked to save the Union in the Ameri-
can Civil War.  
 These historic organizations laid the foundation for our 
continued partnership in the service of honoring this nation’s war 
dead.  Each year, we proudly observe Memorial Day, support 

patriotic youth programs, and maintain America’s historical Vet-
eran monuments. Recently, I had the opportunity to present a 
check for $500.00 from VFW Post 450 in Alsip, Illinois to P.H. 
Sheridan Camp #2 in Aurora, Illinois to purchase a replacement 
headstone for a Veteran of the United States Colored Troops. As 
a proud member of both organizations, I look forward to the con-
tinued cooperation between our two organizations in furthering 
our common goals and to keep the connection solidified by the 
VFW in 1919 alive and well 100 years later. 
 

[1] Anonymous (2011, April). Commemorating the Civil War’s 
150th Anniversary. VFW Magazine, 8. 
 

Above: VFW presentation of a $500 Check to the SUVCW.  
(Left to Right) Camp Commander Tedd Ill, Brother Bobby 
Welch (Quartermaster, VFW Post 450 and Deputy Chief of Staff, 
VFW Dept. of IL), and Camp Jr. Vice Commander and Cemetery 
Chairman Roger Knigge.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Joint convention badge, Battle Creek, Michigan 1936  
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General Custer Camp 1 
Custer Camp #1 has been very busy this 
spring. 
 

We have initiated a refurbishment project 
at Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago. The 
work there will involve landscaping and 
painting two of the monument’s 3” ordi-
nance cannon barrels located at the Rock 
of Chickamauga site. 
 

The picture below is from last month’s 
special presentation by Civil War author 
and Old Glory Camp 6165 member, Rob 
Girardi. Our DC Harry Reineke IV was in 
attendance as well as two new camp 
members. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Nick Kaup 
Camp Commander, 
George A. Custer Camp #1 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War 
 

Gen. McClernand Camp 4 
At a meeting of Mr. Lincoln’s Hometown 
Civil War Round Table on January 17, 
2019 Brother Gene Walker (Below) deliv-
ered a program titled “A Farm Boy in the 
Civil War”.  It was a PowerPoint presen-

tation about his Great-great-grandfather, 
Sergeant John Preston Wheeler, of Com-

pany A, 55th Illinois Volunteer Infantry 
Regiment.  
 

Several Camp 4 Sons participated in the 
Abraham Lincoln Association’s banquet 
held annually in Springfield on February 
12. Pictured below is the 114th Illinois 
Volunteer Infantry Regiment, Reactivat-
ed, posting the colors.  Bearing the Colors 
is Brother Richard Schachtsiek, Colonel 
of the 114th, and through his face is par-
tially hidden, carrying the regimental ban-
ner on the right is Stan Buckles, PDC of 
Illinois.        

Several brothers attended the April 13th 
Sons ceremony at Lincoln’s Tomb and 
then on Monday, April 15, the Death Day 
Association sponsored its 63rd Death Day 
Ceremony at Lincoln’s Tomb.  (below) 

Several Camp 4 Sons serve on the board 
of the association and still more attended 
the program, including those active in the 
114th Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regi-
ment, Reactivated.   
 

The 114th’s bugler, Paul VanDeeVoort, 
sounded TAPS beautifully to bring the 
program to a close.   
 

Mary Todd Lincoln (Donna Daniels) 
spoke at the luncheon at the President 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel following the 
ceremony.   
 

It was good to have Brother Ron Clark, 
now of North Carolina, back with Camp 4 
for a couple of days. That’s him in uni-
form in the shaded area in the first row to 
the immediate left of the National Colors. 
 

******************************** 

SAVE THE DATE FOR THE FIRST 
ANNUAL BENJAMIN P. THOMAS 
CIVIL WAR CONFERENCE, SATUR-
DAY, MAY 18, 2019, 9 A.M. – 4 P.M. 
ILLINOIS COLLEGE, 1101 WEST 
COLLEGE AVENUE, JACKSON-
VILLE, IL.  
 

Light refreshments will be served 
throughout the day. 
SUGGESTED EVENT DONATION:$25 
 

Contact Samantha Sauer at:  
ARCHIVES@IC.EDU or 217.245.3595 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Chuck Murphy, Camp 4     
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Col. John C. Bryner Camp 67 
 

Original 1866 Monument progress:   
The Camp is assisting in the fundraising 
efforts to restore and re-erect the original 
1866 Civil War monument that formerly 
stood at the Peoria County Courthouse.  
 

The monument was disassembled when 
the current building was built and forgot-
ten until recently when a group was 
formed to place the monument at Spring-
dale Cemetery, which was the original 
site until it was change to the courthouse 
before its original erection.  
 

A fundraiser dinner was held at Paparazzi 
restaurant, 4315 N. Voss in Peoria 
Heights on April 7. Bruce Brown, owner 
of the restaurant is co-chair of the monu-
ment project. Many local chiefs donated 
their services to make the meal memora-
ble. 
 

Cost was $150/person and all proceeds 
were donated to the project.  
 

Brother Hutchinson and the Metamora 
Courthouse Civil War Dancers participat-
ed in the pre-dinner activities.  
 

Alex Timmerman and the 9th Illinois 
Volunteer Cavalry Co. B, provided an 
honor guard and helped escort guests 
from the pre-dinner cocktail party at the 
Baum Family Center next door to Papa-
razzi Restaurant. 

A groundbreaking ceremony will be held 
at Springdale Cemetery on May 4, 2019 
at 10am. It is hoped to be reinstalled by 

October 11 of this year.   
 

Donations should be made out to 

“Springdale Historic Preservation 

Foundation” and “Shaft Restoration”  

written on the memo line. Mail dona-

tions to Springdale Cemetery, 3014 N. 

Prospect Rd., Peoria, IL 61603 or do-

nate online:  http://restoretheshaft.org/  
 

***************** 
Br. Ron Kirchgessner presented an Eagle 
Scout award to Alex Nauman on Feb. 16. 

Br. Hutchinson represented the Camp at 
the annual ceremony commemorating 
Lincoln’s death at Lincoln’s Tomb in 
Springfield and the Benjamin Stephenson 
memorial at Petersburg on Saturday April 
13. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
PCC Joe Hutchinson 

 

Col.  Hecker Camp 443 
 

Hecker Camp 443 honored Bob 
Morhman for his years as Camp newslet-
ter editor after his retirement. Bob won 
three Marshall Hope Awards (2011,2013, 

& 2014) from National for our Camp.  
He has also been Hecker Camp member 

of the year twice (2010 & 2016).  
Brother Mohrman displaying some of his 
GAR collection and several of other Civil 
War items, like his drum from the 36th 
Illinois. (below) Bob and his wife just 
made a large donation of his collection to 
the Missouri Civil War Museum at Jeffer-
son Barracks in St. Louis. He also gave 
Franklin Tenn. Battlefield Museum some 

of his collection.  
                                 Continued on 

In Fraternity, Charity, 

And Loyalty 
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 Hecker Camp 443 cont. from page 8 

 
Col. Hecker Camp #443,Il.SUVCW 
member Greg Zelinske (center in picture) 
and members of his reenacting troops 
worked with the 5th grade students from 
St. Paul School, Fenton Mo.  

 During the course of a full day 
of activities the kids participated in were 
recruiting, medical, drill, command, bat-
tle and letter writing.  
 At the end of the day the stu-
dents reenacted the surrendering of Gen-
eral Lee's forces to General Grant's. 
 They ended with the reading of 
the Gettysburg Address by fellow class-
mate who dressed up for the occasion.  
The members of Hecker Camp have a 

great relationship with the members of 
the reenacting group of the 17th Missouri 
Co.G (Turner Brigade).  
 Camp member PCC Greg Zel-

inske is Captain of the 17th. The Turner 
Brigade has joined us at several of our 
displays and services over the years.  
 We at Hecker Camp thank 
Turner Brigade for their support. Photo 
bottom left shows two Turner Brigade 

members serving as honor guard with 
Hecker Camp brothers at Col. Hecker's 
grave in Summerfield Illinois . 

**************** 
See our new recruiting poster below! 

Here are the steps you should follow to retire an American Flag: 

1. Raise the flag on the pole or staff or hold it aloft by hand.  

2. Salute and recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  

3. Lower the flag and begin folding it in a customary triangle manner.  

4. Prepare a large enough fire space to burn the flag completely.  

5. Place the flag in the fire and as it burns, those in attendance should salute and/or recite the Pledge of Allegiance.   

6 End the ceremony with a moment of silence and bury the ashes once the flag is completely consumed.  

************************************************************************** 
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DEPARTMENT INSIGNIA ITEMS 
 

Brother Harry Reineke IV has Lapel Pins and Cufflinks with the Department Insignia available for purchase by the Brothers of the 
Department. Also available by special order are baseball caps and polo shirts by Gold Medal Ideas. Any profits will go to the Depart-
ment. Shipping extra--call.  
                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Lapel Pin                     Cuff Links                      Embroidery Sample for Shirts and Hats 
 

Please order using the form below 
 

 Department Lapel Pin         ______ x $  7.50 = _________ 
 Department Cufflinks (pr.) (EXTREMELY LIMITED QUANTITIES)     ______ x $20.00 = _________  
 Department Ball Cap         ______ x $16.00 = _________ 
 Department Polo Shirt                        (without name) ______ x $22.00 = _________ 
                               (with name) ______ x $25.00 = _________ 
                    SUB TOTAL _________ 
                 Shipping (call)__________ 

             TOTAL__________ 
 

Name for Polo Shirt:  (Print Clearly) _____________________________________________________________  
 

Please send form and a check made out to:  Brother Harry W. Reineke IV 
      605 Main Street 
For information phone: (630) 806-9693  Batavia, IL 60510 

FACEBOOK PAGES: 

The following Camps have Facebook 

pages.  Feel free to like and share these 

pages with your friends. 

SUVCW Camp #1, Dept of IL 

PH Sheridan Camp 2, Sons of Union 

Veterans of the Civil War, Dept of Illi-

nois 

SUVCWJohn A. Logan Camp #26 

Gen. E. F. Dutton Camp #49 Sons of Un-

ion Veterans 

Col. Friedrich K. Hecker Camp #443 

(SUVCW) 

SUVCW Old Glory Camp 6165, Dept of 

IL 

DEPARTMENT FACEBOOK PAGE: 

Illinois Department Sons of Union Vet-

erans of the Civil War 

DEPARTMENT WEBSITE: 

http://www.suvcwil.com/index.html 

NATIONAL WEBSITE: 

http://www.suvcw.org/ 

 

 

RAILSPLITTER  DEADLINES: 

Fall: October 15 * Winter: January 15  

Spring: April 15      *  Summer: July 15     

From the Editor: I encourage you to sub-

mit ANYTIME, but for time sensitive 

items like upcoming events, be sure to get 

them in early. New issues should come 

out about two weeks after the deadline.  

Send to “bryner_camp67@yahoo.com”. 

Text should be attached as MS-Word docs 

or contained in the body of the E-mail. 

Photos should be JPG attachments.  

Remember, this is YOUR newsletter.  

**********************************************************************************************************


