
Department Order No. 8
Series 2019-2020
Department of Illinois
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

June 13, 2020

Camp of the Year 2019-2020

By the authority vested in me as Commander of the Department of Illinois, Sons of Union Veterans of 
the Civil War, by the National Constitution and Regulations, the National Policies, and the By-Laws of 
this Department, it is hereby ordered as follows:

1- The General Philip H. Sheridan Camp #2 was chartered in Aurora, Illinois in 1995, and is currently 
celebrating their 25th Anniversary.

2- Despite the ongoing COVID-19 Pandemic, the Camp’s activities have maintained a steady and 
unrelenting pace.  Brothers of the Camp are still going to cemeteries to clean, straighten, and reset 
existing Civil War grave markers, many of which have been part of the Camp’s projects in the past 
which have led to over 300 new markers set in the last decade (often doing upwards of 20 in a single 
project), and countless hundreds, if not thousands more existing markers cleaned and cared for.

3-  The Camp is also a faithful supporter and user of the Aurora Post #20 G.A.R. Hall on Stolp Island 
in Aurora, maintaining a solid and friendly relationship with the City of Aurora, who owns the site. 
Sheridan Camp is planning their anniversary celebration later in 2020 at the G.A.R. Hall.

4- Because of their neverending dedication to the principles and objectives of our Order, especially in 
pursuit of keeping green not only the memories, but the gravesites, of those who sacrificed so much 
that the life of the Nation might be preserved, the General Philip H. Sheridan Camp #2 is awarded the 
Camp of the Year, Department of Illinois.

The foregoing Department Order is proclaimed this 13th day of June, in the year of our Lord two-
thousand twenty, and of the independence of the United States of America the two hundred forty-
fourth.

/s/ Harry W. Reineke IV
Department Commander

Attest by: /s/ Steve Aarli
Department Secretary


